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Letter From the Executive Director 
 I’d like to start by addressing something 

 that is important to the region as a 

 whole. The  long range plan, Metropolitan 

 Transportation Plan (MTP) in federal 

 parlance, is required to  be finalized by 

 July 2017, which means the work began 

 yesterday!  While the initial work takes 

 place in the background, such as  

 collecting socio-economic data, travel 

 time surveys, and crash data analysis; 

 public involvement is also a key  

component to the MTP’s success.  How do you get involved?  You can visit our new 

and improved website, www.crpc-la.org, and take the travel survey.  Take a look 

around the website and get familiar with its resources.  There is a wealth of infor-

mation on the current plan, our Congestion Management Process, financial data, bike/

pedestrian info, and links to our local, state and federal partners. Let’s get together 

and make informed decisions as we move forward with the upcoming MTP.   

CRPC staff has had a productive summer addressing your regional needs.   First, the  

Regional Safety Plans are finalized, and implementation has started.  Crash data is 

being analyzed for each parish and municipality- be on the lookout for requests to 

come to your area to share and discuss the data!  Data analyses of many potential 

projects is ongoing- from I-10 to Government St. improvements. 

In an effort to reduce congestion and emissions, CRPC has been working with  

LADOTD, LDEQ, and LADNR to implement GEAUXRide, an online carpooling service 

that allows users to organize carpools.  For more information or to register, visit the 

GEAUXRide site at geauxride.greenride.com.  Additionally, CRPC is moving forward 

with an emissions reduction credits system.  This will allow for continued growth of the 

industrial corridor, while improving air quality.   

So, just as the summer flew by in a rapid pace, CRPC moves steadfast into the fall  

season.  Great things are on the horizon, and again, I encourage your participation as 

we continue to move forward as a region!   

Jamie Setze, Capital Region Planning Commission 
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  Q&A with Dr. Mike McDaniel 

Pictured: Mike McDaniel, Ph.D.  Mike 

serves as the Executive Director of the 

BRCAC, is a former President of Loui-

siana Clean Fuels, and is a former 

Secretary of the Louisiana Department 

of Energy Quality. Baton Rouge Air 

President Man 

Q&A with Dr. Mike McDaniel, Ph.D., Executive  

Director of the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition 

In what ways has the Capital Region Planning Commission  

assisted the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition? 
“CRPC has been an active stakeholder in the Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition 

(BRCAC) for almost two decades.  They have been a valuable partner for the  

Coalition’s clean air efforts through review and input in matters related to mitigation of 

pollution from roadway vehicles.  Under federal and state regulations, CRPC has the 

responsibility for planning for and demonstrating conformity of mobile emissions with 

the LDEQ’s state implementation plans for achieving attainment of the National  

Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone.  CRPC has recently been working 

with Louisiana Clean Fuels (another BRCAC stakeholder) on alternative fuel projects 

that will result in cleaner air.   They are also a key partner in BRCAC efforts to  

implement a new strategy to develop emission reductions through projects designed 

to produce emissions reduction credits (ERC’s) from mobile sources.” 

What are ozone action days?  

“Ozone is formed through photochemical reactions between nitrogen oxides and  

volatile organic compounds in the presence of sunlight.  It is typically a summertime 

problem because of warm temperatures and abundant sunlight available to facilitate 

ozone formation.  Through research and years of monitoring, we have learned what 

conditions are most conducive for ozone formation (i.e., warm, sunny, still, with  

sufficient quantities of ozone precursor chemicals).  When the Louisiana Department 

of Energy Quality sees conditions developing that will likely lead to elevated ozone 

levels, an Ozone Action Day is called and announced through various means (e.g.,TV 

weather forecasts, newspaper, LDEQ EnviroFlash) to alert the general public and  

encourage individuals to take actions to help reduce ozone forming emissions.” 

Why should the public be concerned with ozone action days?  

“First, because it means there is the increased risk of unhealthy air, and those  

sensitive to such conditions should take precaution.  Second, for those seeking to 

help mitigate ozone formation, they can take actions to reduce their contribution to 

ozone-forming emissions.” 

What can the general public do to improve air quality conditions?  

“There are a number of measures that individuals can take to help reduce ozone  

levels in our community.  For example, avoid using lawnmowers or other lawn care 

equipment on an Ozone Action Day or wait until late in the day. Avoid fueling your car 

on Ozone Action Days until late in the day.  Also, avoid painting with VOC-based 

paints or using lighter fluid for barbequing on Ozone Action Days. Minimize use of 

your vehicle if possible.  Consider biking, ride-share, use public transit.  Lastly, you 

can help by spreading the word about air quality and how to improve its conditions.”  

You can sign up for EnviroFlash air quality notifications by visiting LADEQ’s website at 

www.deq.louisiana.gov. 
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What Can You Do To 

Improve Air Quality:  

- Avoid using lawn 

equipment on Ozone 

Action Days until the 

end of the day. 

- Avoid painting with 

VOC-based paints or 

using lighter fluid on 

Ozone Action Days. 

 

- Minimize use of 

your vehicle.  

Baton Rouge Clean Air Coalition 

www.brcleanair.com 
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Bike Sharing in Baton Rouge 

 Pictured: Bike Kiosks in Pittsburgh, PA.  The 

 city has a total of 50 kiosks.  Bike riders can 

 pick  up  a bike at one location, and drop off 

 at an other location within the city.  

 Bike sharing could make its way to  Baton 

 Rouge.  The Environmental Protection Agency 

 (EPA) made a trip down to host a two-day  

 workshop to assess the feasibility of the project.  

 The city-parish was one of 22 regions to be  

 selected for the Building Blocks for Sustainable 

 Communities grant, which was used to fund this 

 workshop.  

 Based upon feedback from those in attendance, the EPA is preparing a report that will allow us to make bike 

sharing a reality.  Be on the lookout for an update on the project in the next issue of our newsletter!  

 

    

 CRPC Welcomes Two New Employees! 

 Jo-Anna Jones recently retired from the South Central Planning and Development District and  

 the Houma-Thibodaux MPO.  Jo-Anna brings over 30 years of local government experience in the areas  

 of environmental planning, land use planning and economic development.  She will be working part-time 

 on the update to the long range plan.  

 

  CRPC also welcomes Zhan Shi as its new Data Analyst.  Zhan previously earned a Master’s of Science  

 in Environmental Science while in China; and, recently completed a Master’s of Science in Environmental  

 Planning and Design from the University of Georgia.  Zhan will be heavily involved in the data analysis,  

 forecasting and trend projections as we prepare the update to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 

  

Ethics Training 

 

Public employees and Officials are welcome to participate in ethics  

training led by Ashley Bridges at CRPC.  If interested, please contact  

Ashley at abridges@brgov.com or  

(225) 383-5203 
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Pod Pack Lights Up LANTERN Awards 
 Pictured: Pod Pack,  International’s team accepting their 

 LANTERN award at the 2015 ceremony. 
 Each year, Louisiana Economic Development (LED)   

 cel ebrates Louisiana-based manufacturers who  

 demonstrate quality in their work processes and show 

 commitment to their local communities.  CRPC  

 assisted LED in recognizing Pod Pack, a single-cup 

 coffee & tea pod, cup, & cartridge manufacturer.  Pod 

 Pack was awarded at the 2015 LANTERN awards held 

 at the Louisiana Governor’s Mansion.  

 The LANTERN award recipient, Pod Pack International, 

 LTD., has experienced significant growth in the past 4 

years.  For example, in 2014, they announced a $10.1 million expansion.  In addition, the company will create 

over 85 new jobs in the Capital Region over the next three years.  About 95% of Pod Pack International, 

LTD.’s business is out of the state.  Some of their customers include: Maxwell House, Folgers, Community 

Coffee, PJ’s Coffee, and Taco Bell.  

 

 

Franklinton Strengthens Zoning Regulations 

 Pictured: Washington Parish Free Fair’s Opening  

 Celebration 
 CRPC recently assisted the town of Franklinton in  

 resolving a land use and zoning issue.  Through  

 several public meetings and close work with the town's 

 staff and officials, CRPC helped develop a process to 

 permit and register temporary RV's in the town during 

 the Free Fair.  "The experience working with  

 Franklinton was a great opportunity for me to  

 assist one of our local governments in addressing an 

 on-going zoning problem," said Kim Marousek, Director 

 of Planning for CRPC.  Since completing the work for 

 Franklinton, Kim has also provided planning-related 

 assistance to the City of Zachary and West Baton 

Rouge Parish.  CRPC is available to assist member governments by providing technical assistance to an-

swer questions in the area of land use, zoning and general land planning.  Please contact Kim Marousek at 

kmarousek@brgov.com if you would like to tap into this resource.  
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We’ve Got Your BAC: Coming to Your Event & Festival  

 Pictured: CRPC staff, Ashley Bridges, conducting a survey at the 

 last “We’ve Got Your BAC” event at Live After Five in downtown  

 Ba ton Rouge. 

 Impaired driving is a critical problem in Louisiana, and nowhere is it  a 

 more critical problem than in the parishes included in the Capital Region 

 Transportation Safety Coalition (CRTSC).  The CRTSC was recently 

 granted funds from the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission to  

 continue its “We’ve Got Your BAC” impaired driving outreach events 

 throughout  the Capital Region.  At these events, coalition volunteers test 

 the blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of area drinkers at events serving 

 alcohol while educating them on the facts of BAC and Louisiana DWI 

 laws.  “We’ve Got Your BAC” was featured at a Live After Five event in 

 Down town Baton Rouge in the Spring. It was a great opportunity for the 

 public to become aware of the legal BAC level, and gain knowledge 

 about their own alcohol tolerance.  If you would like “We’ve Got Your 

BAC” at your local festival or event please contact coalition coordinator Ashley Bridges at abridges@brgov.com. 
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Unified Planning Work Program Finalized  

The Unified Planning Work Program has been finalized for 2016. The UPWP describes  

detailed transportation planning activities.  The document outlines the technical and policy 

studies that will assist in further defining the comprehensive and multi-modal transportation 

improvement program approved for the area.  Major highlights of the new program are:  

completion of the Congestion Management Process (CMP) update, initiation of the new  

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) update, emission reduction credit program to  

promote environmentally sustainable transportation and economic growth in the Capital Re-

gion, regional traffic counting program, implementation of safety action plans, continual out-

reach and implementation of the carpooling program Geaux Ride, regional complete streets/

non-motorized plan update, pavement and asset management system, continued assistance 

to CATS, developed and updated regional databases, and a high-capacity transit system 

study at the Nicholson corridor.  You can find this document at www.crpc-la.org.   
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Long Range Transportation Plan Update  
The Long Range Transportation Plan addresses strategies and actions that lead to the development of a  

transportation system that facilitates efficient movement of people and goods.  It holds the plan up to the year 

2037 to address policies, strategies, projects, land use, roadways, transit, non-motorized transportation, project 

demand, cost assessment of projects and possible financial resources, and ways to improve existing roadways.  

In addition, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan must be updated every five years in air quality attainment  

areas or every four years in non-attainment or maintenance areas. In order to gather input by the public and 

accurately assess the needs of the region, CRPC staff is working on updating the process now! To kick off this 

update, CRPC is starting with extensive outreach and is seeking input on population and employment growth 

projections, existing and future land use, transportation solutions and funding strategies, and transportation 

problems, choices, and needs. Staff will be busy working on base data collection analysis, existing conditions, 

updating the base model network, developing a transportation survey, finalizing the public outreach plan, calling 

for projects, and hosting a kick-off meeting! In the meantime, we hope to hear from you about the issues and 

needs you see in your community.  Reach out to CRPC at crpc@brgov.com for assistance.  

 

Delta Leadership Institute Graduates 8 From Louisiana 

Pictured L to R: Doyle Robinson, DRA Board Designee for Gov.  

Bobby Jindal; Buddy Boe, Jr., CAO of Charles Parish; Andrea Lowe of 

LaPlace, LA; Jerry Jones, Jr., Interim Executive Director at IMCAL;  

Hiram Evans, Mayor of Jonesville; Courtney Maciasz of CRPC; Sherri 

Rabb, Director of PR at the City of Vidalia; Dr. John Sutherlin,  

University of Louisiana at Monroe; DRA Federal Co-Chairman, Chris 

Masingill; DRA Federal Co-Chairman, Mike Marshall.   

The Delta Leadership Institute organizes a year-long leadership  

development program for regional leaders that prepares them to  

address the most pressing issues of their region.  The academy 

meets to discuss issues including: public health, education, transpor-

tation, small business and entrepreneurship, workforce training, and economic development.  As members of 

the Executive Academy delve into a range of policy issues, they explore the Delta region in cities from Louisi-

ana to Kentucky, Arkansas to Alabama, and look at the big picture during a trip to Washington, DC for lessons 

in policy development and advocacy.  

CRPC’s economic development staff, Courtney Maciasz, was part of the 2014-15 graduating class.  Each  

graduate was nominated by his or her respective governor to participate in the program.  DLI’s Chairman, Chris 

Masingill, noted that the “program creates a corps of regional-thinking, collaborative ‘doers’ ready to address 

some of our region’s most prevalent challenges.”   CRPC is proud to have a staff graduate from this program!  

Please contact Courtney for any Economic Development needs at  cmaciasz@brgov.com or (225) 383-5203. 
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Quarterly Highlight  
 

Capital Region Transportation Safety  

Coalition at the Capitol:  

The Capital Region Transportation Safety Coalition 

(CRTSC) recently rolled out its completed Regional Trans-

portation Safety Plan at the State Capitol on May 6, 2015.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CRTSC has been working closely to implement the 

SHSP at the regional level and achieve safety goals of the 

coalition’s five emphasis areas: Young Drivers, Impaired 

Driving, Bike/Pedestrian, Infrastructure/Operations, and 

Occupant Protection.  These emphasis areas were select-

ed based upon traffic safety data of serious/moderate inju-

ries and fatalities geographically provided by the Louisiana 

Highway Safety Research Group.   

The Capital Region comprises: Ascension, East Baton 

Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Cou-

pee, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana parishes; 

serving a combined population of 809,284.  Once action 

plans were identified to select the largest number of road-

way users in each emphasis area, a regional transporta-

tion safety plan was formed and has begun the implemen-

tation stage in the capital region.   

 

 

The CRTSC and its partners, including DOTD 

and LTAP, were honored at the Capitol for the 

completion of its plan after setting up an  

exhibit in the rotunda of the capitol.  The  

coalition invited legislators and members of 

the public to receive information about the 

safety plan at the Click It or Ticket prize wheel.  

Regional Transportation Safety Coordinators 

from the state’s other regional coalitions were 

also present to represent their area.   
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Pictured: CRTSC being recognized at the Capitol  

Pictured: CRPC staff Marta Castro de Sa and Ashley 

Hebert at the Capitol promoting Transportation Safety 

Pictured: Display of Transportation Safety Info Board  
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Ascension Small Business 

Power Week 

August 18th-20th 8 a.m.–9 p.m. For 

more details, please visit http://

mbeca.org/ascension-small-business-

power-week. 

Bike & Pedestrian Meeting 

September 10th 4 p.m.-6 p.m. at the 

Carver Library. 720 Terrance Ave. Ba-

ton Rouge, LA 70821.  

Planning Commissioner 

Training 

September 12th 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at the 

West Baton Rouge Parish Council 

Chambers. 7520 La Highway 1 South, 

Addis, LA 70710. 

CRPC Quarterly Commis-

sion Meeting 

September 21st. Location TBD. Mark 

your calendars! 

TAC Meeting 

October 6th 1:30 p.m.-3 p.m. at the 

BREC Commission Chambers. 6201 

Florida Blvd., Rm. 1800.  Baton Rouge, 

LA  70806. 

TPC Meeting 

October 13th 1:30 p.m.-3 p.m. at the 

BREC Commission Chambers.  

 

The Delta Regional Authority  is accepting 

applications for the States’ Economic Development 

Assistance Program (SEDAP).  DRA’s four funding 

categories include: basic public infrastructure, 

business development, and workforce 

development.  Application deadline is Aug. 31, 

2015.  To complete an application, please visit 

www.dra.gov.  For further information, please call 

Courtney Maciasz at (225) 383-5203. 

DRA DEADLINE EXTENSION 

CRPC offers training 4 times per year for planning 

commissioners to complete their Act 859 four-hour 

training requirements.  The sessions are funded by 

local member dues, and training materials have 

been developed according to Act 859 (so NO FEES!)  

The next course on Sept. 12th will be taught by 

Stephen D. Villavaso, FAICP, J.D. with Villavaso & 

Associates.  Contact Kim Marousek with any 

questions at  kmarousek@brgov.com. 

COMMISSIONER TRAINING 


