
Goal #1:  Congestion—Reduce Congestion and Travel Time Delays
• Congestion and delays in traffic cost regional business, industry and commuters millions of dollars annually; 

emissions from vehicles stopped in traffic affect regional air quality.

Goal #2:  Safety and Security—Improve Safety and Security for all users, both 
motorized and non-motorized. 

• User Safety and Security are critical elements in transportation planning.  Special consideration is needed to 
accommodate the increasing volume of non-motorized users (bicycle and pedestrian), to meet the mobility 
needs of vulnerable users, and to plan for improved transit safety.

Goal #3: Maintenance—Maintain Existing Transportation Systems
• The condition of the existing transportation system is crucial to efficient flow of traffic in the MPO region. 

Deferred maintenance leads to more costly repairs and may even require complete reconstruction in the future.  
Poorly maintained transportation facilities increase costs to business, industry and residents/commuters for 
additional vehicle maintenance and repairs.

Goal #4: Public Transportation—Enhance/Support Public Transportation
• Public transportation is a critical element in reducing the number of commuter vehicles on regional roadways 

during morning and afternoon peak hours. For many families, transportation represents a significant part of 
monthly budgets.  Making public transportation more attractive to more commuters who have a choice will 
require improvements to make facilities more appealing, accessible, convenient and safe.  New technologies 
have potential to make public transportation more flexible and responsive to users’ needs. 

Goal #5: Walking and Biking—Enhance/Support Walking and Biking
• For younger residents, walking and bicycling are often transportation modes of choice, both for commuting to 

work and for recreation.  More active transportation also offers advantages in promoting individual and 
community health. The challenge, in transportation planning, is to provide sufficient, high quality, infrastructure 
to support and expand active transportation options and opportunities.

Goal #6: Air Quality, Environment and Public Health—Consider how transportation, 
planning, investment, policies and programs affect the health of people and the 
environment, including air quality, physical activity, and natural resources.

• The Baton Rouge MSA has a long history of cooperation in striving to attain federal air quality standards. The 
region’s strong air quality coalition is a collaborative effort by both the public and private sectors.  Understanding 
of the close interactions among regional transportation systems, air quality, and individual and community 
physical activity continues to grow throughout the region.

Goal #7: Freight—Improve Freight Mobility
• The region is well located to support multimodal freight movement, by truck, rail, water and air.  Freight 

flow is recognized as the backbone of the regional economy.  Unfortunately, road congestion and delays 
hamper efficient freight movement and threaten the region’s ongoing economic competitiveness.

Goal #8: Land Use and Transportation/Context Sensitive Solutions—Better link land 
use patterns decisions with transportation infrastructure decisions and locations.

• Transportation facilities are a major factor in regional planning.  The locations of roads and other key 
transportation facilities have major impacts, either negative or positive.  This makes regional cooperation 
and collaboration in deciding what to build and where vitally important.

Goal #9: Economic Vitality—Support Economic Vitality and Promote Regional 
Economic Efficiency

• As noted previously, this region’s economy is largely based in the movement of goods and people.  
Transportation planning that considers economic impacts is vital to the region’s continued prosperity.

Goal #10: Technology—Use Technology to Improve Regional Mobility 

• Technology and access to information build capacity to plan ahead and respond rather than react to 
natural and human caused incidents.  Technology can also help improve the efficiency of ride share and 
on-demand services, with potential to reduce the volume of traffic on road choke-points during peak 
morning and evening times.

Goal #11:  Resiliency
• Resilience is defined as the ability to prepare for and adapt to changing conditions and to rapidly recover 

from disruptions.  Transportation systems in this region have limited resiliency after a crash or when 
traffic is heavy during morning and evening peak drive times and even heavier during evacuations in a 
natural disaster. This reflects the limited number of alternate routes for diverting traffic. Identifying 
alternate routes and improving connections to encourage their use could enhance regional resiliency.

Goal #12: Education and Public Outreach
• An informed public is the key to transportation planning that has a broad base of support.  Helping 

residents, business, industry and other users understand the range of needs and what’s possible given 
available resources is part of an effective transportation planning process.

In 2042, the Capital Region will be a place where all citizens have efficient, well-maintained, safe, convenient, and affordable choices for traveling from place to place. 
Our transportation system:  
Moves people and goods in a manner that supports the region’s quality of life, natural beauty, and economic vitality;
Promotes healthy communities, environmental quality, energy conservation, economic sustainability, and resiliency from natural disasters and changes in climate patterns; 
Compliments land use policies that encourage development at appropriate densities and avoids urban sprawl;
Provides safe transportation choices for residents and workers to move easily throughout the region with or without the use of a personal vehicle; and
 Incorporates technology to improve safety, efficiency and travel choices.
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