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Capital Region Transportation Safety Coalition Receives Grant From LHSC 
 

Baton Rouge, L.A. – The Capital Region Transportation Safety Coalition has been awarded a $31,500 

grant by the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission for the 2017/2018 fiscal year. The funds will be used 

to contract with certified personnel who will draw blood from suspected DWI offenders in cases where law 

enforcement officers have obtained warrants for blood samples.   

Often, suspected DWI offenders have made prosecution more difficult by refusing to provide a breath 

sample when directed to do so by law enforcement.  From July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, an estimated 

32% of the offenders charged with DWI in Louisiana refused to provide a breath test when directed to do 

so by their arresting officer. (Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles). 

The use of warrants to obtain blood samples in such incidences, called “No Refusal,” has proven to be very 

successful in parishes across the state that participate in this initiative.  The CRTSC Impaired Driving 

Emphasis Area (IDEA) team has worked diligently over the past year to educate judges about the 

importance of using warranted blood draws.  

“The LHSC grant will enable the coalition to work with a third-party vendor to draw blood from suspected 

DWI offenders. It’s very crucial that we have judges on board who are willing to review the warrants that 

will give officers the necessary tools that they need to have blood drawn if necessary,” said Safety 

Coordinator, Kenyatta Robertson. “This funding helps us achieve our mission by decreasing the number of 

breath test refusals by DWI offenders within the Capital Region. It is expected that the region will experience 

a 25% reduction in the number of breath test refusals, as compared to corresponding months of the previous 

year.” 

Residents within the capital region can see how the LHSC grant is benefiting the Capital Region Safety 

Coalition by visiting us on Facebook at Capital Region Transportation Safety Coalition, on Instagram at 

Capital Region Safety Coalition, or on our webpage at http://crpcla.org/safety-coalition/.  

 

About the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission 

The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission (LHSC) administers the State's highway safety grant program. 

Louisiana's highway safety program is designed to reduce traffic crashes and the resulting deaths, injuries, 

and property damage. Programs and projects are administered in accordance with uniform guidelines 

promulgated by the NHTSA and FHWA. LHSC's highway safety plan seeks to coordinate and unite state 

and local programs and projects to reduce traffic crashes, deaths, and injuries by focusing on enforcement, 

public information and education, and legislation. For more information, visit www.lahighwaysafety.org. 
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About Capital Region Transportation Safety Coaltion:  

The CRTSC is comprised of partners working to identify effective multimodal transportation safety solutions 

in the parishes of Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee, West 

Baton Rouge and West Feliciana.  The coalition works to improve the 4 E’s of transportation safety identified 

in the Capital Region Transportation Safety Plan which are: education, enforcement, engineering and 

emergency medical services.  The ultimate goal of the coalition is to reduce fatalities by a minimum of 50 

percent by the year 2030. 
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